The Order of Service
for Home Worship

THE TENTH SUNDAY
after Trinity

Hymn: Eternal Father, Strong to Save.

1.

Eternal Father, strong to save,

Whose arm doth bind the restless wave,
Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep

Its own appointed limits keep:

O hear us when we cry to thee

For those in peril on the sea.

O Saviour, whose almighty word

The winds and waves submissive heard,
Who walkedst on the foaming deep,
And calm, amid its rage, didst sleep:

O hear us, when we cry to thee

For those in peril on the sea.

O sacred Spirit, who didst brood
Upon the waters dark and rude,
And bid their angry tumult cease,
And give for wild confusion, peace:
O hear us, when we cry to thee

For those in peril on the sea.

O Trinity of love and power,

Our bretheren shield in danger’s hour.
From rock and tempest, fire and foe,
Protect them whereso’er they go,

And ever let there rise to thee

Glad hymns of praise from land and sea.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Grace and peace be with you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you. No secrets are hidden from you.
Purify us with the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you
faithfully, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

As we come into the presence of our heavenly Father let us seek his forgiveness of
our sins that we may know his peace in our hearts.

Lord Jesus, you have shown us the way to the Father. Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you have given us knowledge of your truth. Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you are the Good Shepherd leading us to life. Lord, have mercy.

May almighty God have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting
life. Amen.

Alleluia, alleluia, glory be to God on high;

Alleluia, to the Saviour who has gained the victory;
Alleluia to the Spirit, fount of love and sanctity;
Alleluia, Alleluia, to the Triune Majesty.

Collect: Let your merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of your humble
servants; and that they may obtain their petitions make them to ask such things as
shall please you; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A reading from the first book of the Kings 19.9-18
At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the word of the Lord
came to him, saying, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ He answered, ‘I have been
very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. | alone
am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” He said, ‘Go out and stand on
the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.’ Now there was a great
wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the
Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord
was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the
fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his
face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there
came a voice to him that said, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ He answered, ‘| have
been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your



covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. | alone
am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” Then the Lord said to him, ‘Go,
return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint
Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over
Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your
place. Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever
escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet | will leave seven thousand in
Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed
him.’

This is the Word of the Lord.

Psalm 85.8-13  Response: Show us your steadfast love, O Lord.

Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,

for he will speak peace to his people,

to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.
Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.  (R)

Thanks be to God.

Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;

righteousness and peace will kiss each other.

Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,

and righteousness will look down from the sky.

The Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness will go before him and will make a path for his steps.  (R)

A reading from the letter of S. Paul to the Romans 10. 5-15
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that ‘the person
who does these things will live by them.’ But the righteousness that comes from faith
says, ‘Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?” ’ (that is, to bring
Christ down) ‘or “Who will descend into the abyss?”’ (that is, to bring Christ up from
the dead). But what does it say? ‘The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart’
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the
mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, ‘No one who believes in him will be put to
shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of
all and is generous to all who call on him. For, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of
the Lord shall be saved.” But how are they to call on one in whom they have not
believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And

how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim
him unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who
bring good news!’

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
“Take heart, itis |,” says the Lord. “Do not be afraid.”
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to St. Matthew 14. 22-33
Glory to you, O Lord.

Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other
side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went
up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by
this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was
against them. And early in the morning he came walking towards them on the lake.
But when the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is
a ghost!" And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said,
‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command
me to come to you on the water.” He said, ‘Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started
walking on the water, and came towards Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind,
he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!" Jesus
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith,
why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the
boat worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Meditation: After the miracle of the feeding of the five thousand Jesus retreated to
the mountain to pray. First he had sent his disciples ahead of his to the other side of
the lake. As he prayed a storm blew up and the boat carrying the disciples was
battered by the wind. Matthew tells us how, Jesus, in the midst of the storm, came to
the disciples walking towards them on the lake. It was an unbelievable sight which
terrified the disciples who thought that it was a ghost! Jesus, seeing their fear, reached
out to them saying, “Take heart, itis I; do not be afraid” and it was Peter who answered
Jesus. At Jesus command Peter left the boat and began to walk toward Jesus.
Buffeted by the wind and fearing for his life Peter began to sink and called out to
Jesus, “Lord, Save me.” Jesus reached out his hand a caught him. When Jesus and
Peter returned to the boat the wind ceased and calm was restored. When Peter’s life



was threatened as he walked toward Jesus his faith failed him and he began to sink
beneath the waves. When he called out to Jesus for help Jesus reached out to him
and held him and gave him the strength to return to the boat. When the crisis was
over calm was restored. What a wonderful story of encouragement for us. Jesus did
not promise his followers an easy life, they would face trauma, persecutions, threats
of all kinds but he did promise that he would walk alongside his friends, guiding and
strengthening them for the journey of life. There will be times in all our lives when the
storms of life threaten us and our sense of well-being. lliness, bereavement,
loneliness, economic hardship, persecution, bullying and mockery can sometimes
threaten to overwhelm us and cause our faith to fail or cause us to doubt as we ask
‘why?” It is at times like this that this story of Peter and the storm can bring us such
comfort and encouragement. When we find it hard to sense the presence of Jesus
during the dark times of our lives we like Peter only need to call out to him and he will
make his presence known. He will reach out to us as he reached out to Peter, the
storms that threatened to overwhelm us will no longer seem quite so frightening as
he restores to us an inner sense of peace. Amen.

Intercessions:
In the power of the Holy Spirit and in union with Christ let us bring our prayers for the
Church and for the world to our heavenly Father.

We pray for the Church throughout the world, for the leaders of the Church among
them Mary our Bishop. We pray for the clergy and people of our diocese and for our
own ministry area; May the Church be faithful to its calling of bringing the Good News
of Christ to all the world.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the people of the world, for the victims of violence and oppression among
them the people of the Ukraine and the Yemen, for all suffering the effects of natural
disaster and for those suffering from famine or drought; May the leaders of the nations
be led by the Spirit to bring peace and hope where there is conflict and despair.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for our own community, for our families, friends and neighbours. We give
thanks for all who serve the needs of the vulnerable; may we bring the love of God to
all in need among whom we live.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for all who are in need, for those who are sick, for those who are bereaved,
for the lonely and isolated and for all in any kind of need. We hold in our hearts before
God those known to us who are in need at this time and all whose names are recorded
in our intercession books; relieve them according to their need, strengthen them with
your Holy Spirit and console them with the love of Christ.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for all who have died. We remember before God our own departed loved
ones and we pray for the recently departed and those whose anniversary of death
falls at this time; welcome them and all the departed into the eternal joy and peace of
your heavenly kingdom.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We bring all our prayers to our heavenly Father as we pray together:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy Kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the Kingdom,

The power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Peace:
Blessed are those who make peace; they shall be called God’s children. The peace
of the Lord be with you and with all those whom you love. And also with you.

Let us pray:
God of our pilgrimage, you have led us to the living water; refresh and sustain
us as we go forward on our journey in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing:
The Lord be with you.  And also with you.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, and the blessing of God
almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you
always. Amen.



Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Hymn; Lead us, Heavenly Father, Lead us.

1.

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
O’er the worlds tempestuous sea;
Guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us,
For we have no help but thee;

Yet possessing every blessing

If our God our Father be.

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o’er us,
All our weakness thou dost know.
Thou didst tread this earth before us,
Thou didst feel its keenest woe;
Lone and dreary, faint and weary,
Through the desert thou didst go.

Spirit of our God, descending,

Fill our hearts with heavenly joy,
Love with every passion blending,
Pleasure that can never cloy;
Thus provided, pardoned, guided,
Nothing can our peace destroy.
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